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JANUARY 2012

THE VINEBRANCH

PASTOR LISA RICHARDSON

As T write this, the words from the children's Christmas program song, "The Gift",
keeps going through my mind.

We may not have frankincense, we may not have gold. We may not have gifts
of myrrh or something we can hold. We may not have gifts to give; this one
thing we trust. It's not about what we can give; it's what God gives to us. For
the gift born in a stable brings us love, love that never ends, brings us hope,
hope for fomorrow, and we will share the gift that's born today with a friend.
Bring a gift of gentleness, bring a gift of time, bring a gift of joy or love, they
don't cost a dime. These will be the gifts we give; this one thing we trust. It's
not about what we can give; it's what God gives to us.

I think of what these words mean for our lives in this New Year 2012. As we have received the
gifts God gives to us, how can we share God's gifts of hope, joy, peace and love in our lives?

T would like to invite you to come to a class fo learn more about caregiving skills for our daily
lives. How can we share God's hope, joy, peace and love with others? Whether it be in our
homes, with family caring for loved ones, and extending care to those at work, school, communi-
ty and our congregation. There are so many needs all around us. The many changes and challeng-
es of life; grieving, cancer, chronic illness, depression, stress, loneliness, isolation and other
crises can be overwhelming. How many times do we say to ourselves; "I'd like to help but I don't
know what to say”. Or maybe, "I might say the wrong thing"” or "I don't know what to do" "I
don't understand what they are going through” can be another barrier. So we end up not saying
or doing anything at all.

As part of our Wondrous Wednesdays, we will meet in the coffee house on January 18, 25,
February 1, 8 and 15 from 5:45-6:45 pm. We will learn about and share experiences of
caregiving, the importance of listening, respect, empathy and understanding. Learn what's help-
ful in caring for those in grief, depression and other difficult times in life. This would be ex-
cellent training for high-school youth and college-aged students, as well as men and women of
all ages and experience. Anyone at any age can extend the love of Christ through a variety of
ways; listening, visits, phone calls, bringing meals, being a driver, etc. Or maybe it's simply a
conversation that offers support to a church or family member, spouse, child, aging parent,
neighbor, friend, coworker, or classmate. We hope to have as many people as possible receive
this training. There is a great need in our congregation! .... Would you prayerfully consider being
a part of this training? I would like to share a letter with you from a boy, age 12, writing to an
adult friend with cancer.

Dear Kenny, How are you? Everything goin’ OK? I just wanted to come see you because well, I
love you! I happen to be a bit nervous though, I'm afraid I wont know what to say because I
don't want to upset you in this time of suffering. I just wanted to squeeze your hand and give
you a hug. So you'll know in the midst of all this confusion, someone cares! Love Steve

Dear God, we ask for wisdom in how we use the minutes and hours granted to us. May we be
generous in using time for acts of compassion and mercy. May we find a rhythm of work, rest,
leisure, and Sabbath that reflects your will for our lives. Daily may our lives reflect your will
for our lives. Daily may our lives reflect to others your gift of peace, joy, hope and love given
to us in Jesus. O God we dedicate our time to your service.

May God, Creator bless us and keep us, may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the Spirit of
Love be our guide and path for this new year and for all of our days.

Pastor Lisa



HAPPENINGS AT ABIDING SAVIOR

ADULT FORUMS

January 1 - Happy New Year!
Fellowship in the Coffee House

January 8 - Brunch
Join us for Brunch in the Fellowship Hall

January 15 - Ministry Fair
Join us to see the many ministries of Abiding Savior
and how you can help carry out God's work and God's
will in our church and beyond. For more information
see the article on the next page.

- Governance Task Force

Recommendations

In advance of our Annual Meeting at 12:00 pm on
Sunday, January 29, the Governance Task Force will
present the proposed changes fo our governance struc-
ture at Abiding Savior. The governance changes have
been recommended by the Congregation Council and
approved by the Constitution Committee and are set to
be on the agenda for the Annual Meeting. This Forum
will allow the church to get a closer look at the
changes, how the transition will occur if the proposed
changes are adopted, and to answer any questions
about the proposed governance structure. Although
governance might not sound very interesting or
important, it is a vital part of how we as a congregation
can work to carry out God's will for us in the church,
our homes, the community and the world.

January 22

January 29 - Outdoor Ministries at Lake
Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp
by Executive Director Loren Teig

Abiding Savior is a part of the Association
of Churches that support the ministry of
Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp
(WAPO) in Amery, Wisconsin. Come and
hear about the ministries of all four camps
that WAPO oversees from the Executive
Director, Rev. Loren Teig. Pastor Teig will
also be preaching in worship that Sunday at
both services.
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BIBLE CAMP

GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

The Governance Task Force has completed their
report and it was accepted by the Congregation
Council. The proposed changes to the governance were
also submitted to the Constitution Committee and
were found to be acceptable under the conditions of
our Constitution. Therefore, at our Annual Meeting on
Sunday, January 29, at 12:00 pm, the proposed chang-
es will be presented for vote and discussion. You will
be receiving in the mail a summary of those changes
before the Annual Meeting.

Governance is the structure of our committees as a
church where a lot of our ministries are planned and
carried out. The proposed governance changes will
replace our current four Commissions (Resource Devel-
opment, Lifelong Learning, Worship and Witness, and
Congregational Life and Outreach) with nine standing
committees that better reflect our current needs for
ministry. The nine committees created would be
Property, Stewardship, Worship, Evangelism,
Children's Ministry, Adult Education, Youth Ministry,
Mission Outreach, and Fellowship. These committees
would continue to have sub-committees and task forc-
es to help carry out their areas of ministry.

If you would like more information about the proposed

governance changes, please attend the Adult Forum on
Sunday, January 22, at 10:05 in the Coffee House.

ANNUAL MEETING

Abiding Savior's annual meeting is
Sunday, January 29, 2012
at 12:00 noon.
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WONDROUS WEDNESDAYS

Wondrous Wednesdays beginning again in January!

You are invited to a class to learn more about caregiv-
ing skills beginning Wednesday, January 18th. The
class will meet for five Wednesdays; January 18, 25,
February 1, 8, and 15 from 5:45 - 6:45 pm.

This training will help equip participants with skills and
understanding in providing caring ministry in our daily
lives, families and possibly providing compassion minis-
try for others with needs in the church.

Please mark these dates on your new 2012 calendars!
What a wonderful way to begin the new year with this
class on Wondrous Wednesdays.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Men's Bible Study on Galatians

Pastor Ryan will be leading a series of studies on Paul's
Letter to the church in Galatia (Galatians) beginning
Tuesday, January 3.

All men are welcome to join the Men's Bible Study atf
8:30 am every first, third, and fifth Tuesday of the
month. We begin together with a prayer and a
delicious hot meal and then we spend an hour in Bible
study. Join us for this time of fellowship and learning!

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY

Please join us on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am as you
are able for fellowship, coffee/tea, and lots of good
food. Prayer, music and study is led by Pastor Lisa.

%
WOMENS CIRCLES

ASLC Women's Circles

Priscilla/Rebecca meets at 1:00 pm
Tuesday, January 10
at Gretchen Hanson's home

Lydia meets at 7:00 pm here at church
Tuesday, January 10

ASLC MINISTRY FAIR

Ever wonder what God is up to in our
congregation? Want to know ways that

you can help further God's work in the

world? Join us on Sunday, January 15,

during the Education Hour at 10:05, for an Abiding
Savior Ministry Fair in the Fellowship Hall. Come and
have coffee, refreshments, and learn about the many
ministries of our congregation and how you can get
involved with serving God and neighbor through Abid-
ing Savior. God can, and will, use all of us to accom-
plish God's work in the world!

WHAT ARE YOUR INTERESTS ??

FIND OUT
JANUARY 15

YOUNG AT HEART

Our next “Young at Heart” potluck is
Tuesday, February 7th
at 11:30 am
Pati Kachel will present

"A Patchwork Quilt of Heartwarming Stories”
Pati is a professional Christian Storyteller who
creatively sews together a comforting quilt of several
short stories and songs about people whose inspiring
lives have added color and craziness to her own faith
journey. Listeners will be kept in stitches with these
meaningful messages that are sure to warm your
hearts.

TANZANIA

Bega kwa Bega—Shoulder to Shoulder
A life changing relationship

There is still time to sign up to go to Tanzania this
summer June 11—29 when we visit our companion
congregation, Makungu Parish. Please talk with Pastor
Lisa or Sandra LaCroix if you would like more infor-
mation. Your $100.00 deposit to reserve a spot is due
on or before January 5™ Please keep this important
and life changing trip to Tanzania in your prayers and
watch for ways we can provide support to make this
trip possible.
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS

Happy New Year! We are refreshed and ready for
the second part of our school year. Our teachers are
planning fun and exciting days for the preschoolers,
they will even have a day to go to the beach (in the
classroom of course). The children are waiting for the
playground to get some snow, we hope to get outside
some days soon. The next school year is around the
corner, we are starting to look at gefting things in
order for the preschoolers and prepping our 5 year olds
to move onto Kindergarten. The time goes so fast.

Denise Lewandowski, Program Director
Abiding Savior Preschool
763-784-5326

BOOK CLUB

Abiding Savior Book Club...
GATHERING BLUE
By Lois Lowry

The characters exist in a future civilization that is
unfriendly and where wickedness is the norm. Kira is an
orphan who has been cast aside, and is only spared
because of her talent for weaving. She has been given
the task of uncovering the mysteries and secrets of her
world, and to find out if there is more beyond what she
is experiencing. Please read the book and join us for
discussion.

Wednesday, January 25th at 5:00 pm.

BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, January 5, 1:30-6:30 pm

Enhance your LIFE be giving LIFE to another.

+

American
RedCross

There is a sign up sheet in the office.

We also need volunteers to help that day. Please talk to
Janet Wilcox if you are able.
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPT.

Handbells are having quite a good year. In
the first time in a couple years the Celebra-
tion ringers (grades 3-12) have enough people
for a full 3 octave choir! It is quite exciting
to be able to play music with so many wonderful kids.
Thanks so much to the parents and the kids for their
commitment to make this group so successful this year.
Jubilation Ringers is also having a great year! We lost
some wonderful ringers last year to college and have
added two new talented and dedicated people who fit in
great with the group. Thanks to everyone involved in
handbells for such an amazing and busy Christmas
season! If you have questions about handbells or would
like to join us (adult or child), send Paul Weller an email:
pkweller@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS

Give the “cook” at your house a break.

Join us on Wednesday hights for a fabulous supper.
Served 4:30—6:30 pm. For only $2.00

Bring your whole family and invite your neighbors.

January 4 Spaghetti

January 11 Ham and Scalloped Potatoes
January 18 Chili

January 25 Taco Hotdish

GAME NIGHT

Come to Abiding Savior's....

Family Game Night
January 6, from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m

Join others as we play games and have fun. Bring your
favorite snack and your favorite games.
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Get ready for some friendly
competition!
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Thank you to all who helped with and took part in our
Christmas program. We hope it was meaningful for all
who participated.

We are beginning our second semester, and would like
to remind you that it's never too late fo register for
Sunday school. Forms can be found across from the
office or online. You can also come to a class on a
Sunday and we'd be happy to assist you.

Anyone interested in participating as a session leader
for the 15"-5™ grade Sunday school group during this
second semester is invited to contact Patty. We were
privileged to have several guests volunteer for this
role during the first semester, and extend our thanks
to Jan Merrell (storytelling), Janet Wilcox
(storytelling), Connie Clausen (object lesson and story-
telling), Sydney Monn, Megan Sangren and Johanna
Anderson (skit), Celena Monn (special craft), and Gary
and Tonya Cox, who shared so much with the children
about military service, their faith, and God's faithful-
ness. You, too have gifts and experiences fo share,
and we would love to welcome you.

Parents can keep in touch with what their children are
learning and doing in Sunday school by checking in with
teachers and guides, reading the weekly newsletter,
and checking out the church website. The newsletter,
notice of special events, efc. can be accessed through
the Children’s Ministry page.

FAMILY MINISTRY

Saturday, February 11th
\/ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. v
VALENTINE CELEBRATION
crafts treats activities

If you would like to help plan this event, please come
to a short meeting on Thursday, January 12" at
5:30pm. We will gather in the nursery so that any
little ones that need to accompany you can keep
occupied. Contact Patty if you have questions.

v
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Wednesday
Where faith meets fun
in a powerful way.

A great highlight for December: Holiday party with
Veggie Tales, popcorn & cupcakes! In the weeks lead-
ing up o that, we found out what happens "If You Take
a Mouse to the Movies," and giggled along with this
book before sharing some thoughts on chain reactions
and the chain of events that lead up to Jesus' birth.
Everyone got ready to count down to this happy birth-
day by crafting an Advent paper chain. Advent also
brought reflections on light, including fun with black
light and flooding candles, and a celebration of the
greatest light of the world - Jesus. Our devotions
focused on singing and sharing our thoughts about the
following bible verses:

In Him was life, and that life was the light of all people.
John 1:4

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

John 8:12

“You are the light of the world...let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:14-16

January brings more fun - join us!

2ND-5TH GRADE MINISTRY

First Fridays Movie Night:
Friday, January 6™, at 6:30-8:00 pm

Take in a movie and related activities on January 6.
This coincides with Game Night for adults and fami-
lies (6:30-9:00). Parents can feel free to drop 2™-
5™ graders off and return at 8:00, or stay to play
some games with other adults while their children
enjoy the movie. All ages are always welcome to join
their parents in the games, too. Feel free to bring a
snack to either activity.
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OTHER MINISTRIES

ANOTE FROM ANDY

Hello Youth and Families,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! As I think back
on 2011, I am very grateful for the continued oppor-
tunity to work as the Youth Director at Abiding Savior.
Whether it be the mission trips, high school youth
groups, youth council sponsored events, or just hanging
out in the youth room, I am very blessed to get to
spend time with such amazing youth! As 2012 is just
around the corner, I challenge all of you to set goals
for yourself and work towards being the best person

YOU can bel
((i

Snow Tubing has been rescheduled for Saturday,
January 14™  We will meet at Abiding Savior at
1:30pm and car pool to Elm Creek. After tubing we will
have pizza at church. Feel free to invite friends!!

Middle School Event

High School Event

It's finally here.. fun night at Sky Zone on Friday,
January 27™  Sign up for this event must be done
through Andy as there is a waiver for parents fo sign
for youth under 18 years old. The deadline to sign up
is Monday, January 23™. Friends are welcome to join
us for this event!

T hope you all enjoy some time off of school and that
Santa is good to you!

Sincerely, Andy

CHRIST IN OUR HOME BOOKLETS

Pastor Larry Gedde wrote the devotions for the period
March 1 through March 15 in January/March 2012
edition of Christ in our Home booklets. Pick up a copy
across from the office.

CHRISTMAS UN-DECORATING

The “busyness” of the Christmas season is
over. We turn on the radio and the Christ-
mas music is gone, Christmas lights have
been turned off and one more Christmas is
over. ..and, here in our church, we move to a
new season of life. We put away the frees and the
wreaths, but as we do, we are reminded that, in the
spirit of Christmas, we ask God to keep our servant
hearts stirred with His hope, peace, joy and love! On
Saturday, January 7th, at 9:00 am., we will put away
the Christmas decorations for another year. If you can
help, it would be most appreciated! Many hands do make
little work! Come when you can. Even though the deco-
rations are gone, we hope that the true meaning of
Christmas will continue to live on in your hearts. Thanks
be to God for His precious gift. ..and our thanks to all
who come and help “undecorate”.

Scott and Marilyn Quarberg,
(763-784-5126)

CARD MINISTRY

Join the “Card Ministry” at Abiding Savior!

One of the simplest ways we can let someone know they
are thought of is to send them a card. Whether it be a
message of congratulations, get well or sympathy, a
card is a wonderful way to let someone know we care.
We would like to invite you to join us on Thursday,
January 19 at 6:30-9:00 pm to make cards! Come when
you can and stay as long as you can! You do not need to
be an experienced card maker fo help in this wonderful
ministryl Please bring any supplies (stamps and ink
pads, double stick tape, paper, etc.) and any ideas you
would be willing to share! As we make cards, we pray
God will bless them and use them to lift spirits, encour-
age a heart and brighten someone's day. If you have
any questions, feel free to contact the church office or
Marilyn Quarberg at 763-784-5126. Hope you can
come and join in the funl
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Monthly Financial Highlights,

November 2011

Monthly YTD

Current Gifts and Giving 34,396 379,017
Festival Giving 3,184 21,045
SUBTOTAL 37,580 400,062
Other Income 12,528 139,053
TOTAL INCOME 50,108 539,115
TOTAL EXPENSES 42,255 538,114
NET INCOME OVER 7,853 1,001
Benevolences Paid 1,225 16,185

SHARING AND CARING HANDS

Our congregation will be serving the evening meal on
Thursday, January 19 at Sharing and Caring Hands.

We leave church at 2:45 pm and return home by 5:30
pm. There is a sign up list on the bulletin board.

Each night there are nearly 400 children and 130 adults
in 92 apartment at Mary's Place. (Part of Sharing and
Caring Hands) The apts. are always occupied. Families
who are homeless, who have nowhere fo turn having a
safe place to stay is such a blessing. Mary's Place gives
families a plan to get back on their feet and to work on
housing, employment, and medical issues to be able to
live.

Thank you for offering your time to help serve.

FUNERALS

Roy Andermann died on October 21. His funeral was
here on October 25. We pray that God will comfort
Deloris and the rest of his family and friends.

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

We celebrate with the family of Charles Carik who
was baptized here January 9, 2011 and with the fami-
ly of Ricardo Magnuson who was baptized on January
16, 2011.
QP@&
E\(é
PRAISES OF THANKSGIVING

Thank you for your donation of $461 and 667 Ibs. of food for
the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf. Gifts like yours make it possi-
ble for the food shelf to provide services to many members
of our community.

Thanks, Jon Tynjala, Mounds View School Board

Thank you! T would like to thank everyone who donated items
to the Smorgasbord Craft and Bake Shop! Whether you
donated a craft, a bakery item, or made a purchase, all
efforts helped a great deal and were very much appreciated.
I am very happy to say that we raised $1856.70 (the most
ever!) that will be donated to local charities and benevolenc-
es. Your generosity will surely help someone in need. Thank

Marilyn Quarberg

THINGS TO CELEBRATE

These are some of the things we celebrated at Abiding Savior in December. This is such a wonderful place to
hear God's word and to live out Jesus' ministry in our church, community and in our world.

e Worshipping together to celebrate the nativity of Jesus
Birth on Christmas Eve!

e  Children's Christmas Program "Love Came Down at
Christmas”

e 121 Operation Christmas Child Box Filled

e Many enjoyed the crafting at the Advent Fair

e 18 people helped put up the stage for Christmas
e MV Alumni Choir—214 people attended

e Donation of 667 Ibs. of food to Ralph Reeder

e Many "Loving Tree" gifts for homebound members

e Mitten Tree—Donated to many children in need

e  St. Anthony Orchestra—144 people enjoyed the beautiful
Christmas music.

e  Over 30 senior went to the wonderful “Senior to Senior”
Concert at Irondale over

e Sharing and Caring Hands and singing at Mary's Place
e The Joy of Christmas Caroling

e Many new drivers for Meals on Wheels

e Many families helped were through the “Love Fund”

e  The Gospel Singers for bringing the Christmas message
to Benedictine and many senior buildings.
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Office Hours
Monday through Thursday;3B&D
Fridays, 8:30o0n

ABIDING SAVIOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH
8211 Red Oak Drive
Mounds View, MN 55112

Phone: 763-784-5120
Fax: 763-784-0630
Email: office@abidingsavior.org

Website: www.abidingsavior.org

When moving, changing addresses and/
or phone, please notify the church office.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING AT 9:00 AND 11:00

UPCOMING EVENTS IN JANUARY .

January 2 - Office Closed
January 5 - Blood Drive
January 6 - Game Night

January 7-AUbdecor ated Church

January 15 - Ministry Fair

January 18 - Wondrous Wednesday start again
January 19 - Sharing and Caring Hands
January 19 - Card Making

January 28 - Acolyte Training

January 29 - Annual Meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS IN FEBRUARY.

February 11 - Family Ministry Party
February 16 - Sharing and Caring Hands
February 19 - Confirmation Retreat at Wapo
February 22 - Lenten Services start
February 29 - New Member Class

Non-profit Standard
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PAID
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PASTORS & STAFF

Ryan Brodin Senior Pastor
Lisa RichardsonAssociate Pastor
Andy PothenYouth Director

Patty MesenbringDirector of
Children’s Ministry

Gary PetersonAGELESS Voices
Director

Craig MesenbringBrass Director

Lisa Schlotterback,Children’s
Choir Director

Paul Weller,Bell Choir Director
Janelle AndersonQrganist

Ryan Hurtado Contemporary
Worship Leader

Sara QuarbergContemporary
Worship Leader

Verlinda Plath Office Manager
Trisha Bourassapffice Assistant

Denise LewandowskiPreschool
Director

Ken Hill, Custodian
Seminarians:

Kate Longtin, Meghan Richter,
Brigitte Leininger



